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Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [11.20]: In
supporting the second reading I wish to
express the hope that the Premier will
not take notice of the remarks of the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
that he should provide power to grant
othor licenses without obtaining the
permission of the House. If the Premier
took this step the hon. member would
be the first to criticise it. If any rights
are to be given over this or any other plant
in Western Australia, it is the duty of
Parliament, representing the people, to
say whether leases shall be granted
and under what conditions they shall
be granted, The people whe intend
to operate on the blackboy and zamia
are prepared to put a lot of monsy into
the venture, and the Premier is to be
congratulated upon having given them
this opportunity. It provides additional
evidence that when private enterprise
seriously attempt anything, the present
Government are willing to stand behind
them.

Mr. WILLMOTT (XNelson) [11-21]:
I have pleasurs in supporting the Bill
These hon. members who have visited
Mr. Rowley’s laboratory and seen his
work in this connection will have been
delighted that such a pest as the zamia
palm is at last to be turned to good
account. Every sort of product im-
aginable from the whisky, in which the
member for Subiaco takes such an interest
to cattle feed can be obtained from these
plants. Considering the great variety
of products which it has been discovered
can be manufactured from the palm and
the blackboy, it is remarkable that these
plants have for so many years been re-
regarded as merely useless excrescences
to_be chopped down and burnt. In
view of Mr. Rowley’s experiments, I
have every reason to believe that these
plants will prove to be a great source
of wealth to the State.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [11-22]:
I desire briefly to support the second
reading. I have had the pleasure of
visiting Mr, Rowley’s laboratory and have
viewed with very great interest more than
the whisky which he can produce from
the zamia palm. The product which
I think will be of the greatest benefit

[COUNCIL.]

by far to the State fis the tar. Mr.
Rowley claims that he will be able to
produce tar from this plant far more
cheaply than it can be procured to-day.
This is an important matter for those
who take an interest in local governing
affairs, because the requirements of tar
impose a big drain on the finances of
local authorities. If it is possible to
supply this commodity at a reduced
price, an enormous benefit will be con-
ferred upon the Btate,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

House adjourned 11:25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Work-
ers’' Homes Board, report for the year
ended 30ih June, 1914. 2, Inspector
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General of the Tnsane, report for the
vear ended 31st December, 1913,

QUESTION—LOAN FLOTATION,
NEW SOUTH WALES.

Hon. A, SANDERSON (without no-
tice) asked: Has the Colonial Secretary
seen the cable message in this evening’s
newspaper stating that the Government
of New South Wales are issuing a 414 per
cent. loan of two millions at £99 10s.?
Can he inform the House whether this
action on the part of New South Wales
is not a breaech of the agreement which
it wag undersiood had been entered into
by the various States that they should
not go on the market for money?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: T have no information in regard
to the matter the hon, member has re-
ferred to. This is the first I have heard
about it. T am not in a position to siate
whether the action in New South Wales
is or is not a breach of the agreement
enfered info at the Premier’s Confer-
ence. It scems to me, however, that it is
not in harmony with the prineiples which
were enunciated at that conference.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Egtension of Time.

On motion by Hon. W. KINGSMILL
the time for bringing up the report of
this Committee was extended until the
9th February.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, WONGAN HILLS-MUL-
LEWA.

Hon. W. PATRICK asked the Co-
lonial Seeretary: 1, Can the Minister
state definitely the date the Wongan-
Hills-Mullewa railway will be handed
over to the Working Railways. 2, If
unable to fix an early date, will the Gov-
ernraent anthorise the Railway Deparf-
ment to immediately eommenee carry-
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ing goods at ordinary rates, and thuos
give settlers a chanee of obtaining sup-
plies at reasonable cost?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Owing to additional work re-
quired by the Working Railways it is
impossible to say the exact date, but it
will probably be the end of this month.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, J. CORNELL
leave of absence for six consecative
sittings granted to the Hon, R. G. Ar-
dagh on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—NAVAL AND MILITARY AB-
SENTEES’ RELIEF.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—FPUBLIC SERVANTS.
Third Regding.

Debate resimed from the 28th Janu-
ary.

Hon. J. E. DODD {(Honorary Minis-
ter—Sonth) [4.39]: When this Bilt was
before the House last, the question was
raised as to whether or not the measure
was constitutional. Sinee then I have
consulted the Solicitor General and he
informs me that he can find nothing
whatever in the Bill that is of an uncon-
stitutional nature.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—YILLIMINING-KONDININ
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th Janu-
ary.

Hon, H, P. COLEBATCH (East)
[440]: T do not intend to offer any
opposifion to the passing of this Bill
but I cannot let it go through without
drawing attention to one matter. 1t
seems to me that the breach of faith
which was committed towards a very
large number of settlers a few years
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ago is to be perpetuated by the present
proposal of the Government. It wil] be
within the recollection of members that
in 1012 a select committee sat to inquire
into the question of the deviation of the
Wickepin-Merredin railway line. The
deviation of that line resulted in a large
number of settlers on the eastern side
of Lake Kurrenkutten being deprived
of railway communication whieh had
been definitely promised them. Whilst
that eommittee was sitting evidence was
taken from members of the advisory
board, amongst others, and I cannot
find that one single member of that
board advocated the eourse of action the
Government are now proposing to adopt.
In faet, most of them spoke strongly
against it. The Surveyor General, Mr.
Harry Johnston, while supporting the
action of the Government in deviating
the then proposed Wickepin-Merredin
line, referred to the proposed extension
of the Yillimining-Kondinin line and he
said that from a settlement point of view
he would not favour the proposed devia-
tion of the Wickepin-Merredin line un-
less a further ling were put in from Nun-
ajin to Kondinin. Nunajin is now known
as Bruce Rock. That is the opinion of
the Survevor General: that he would
not favour the deviation unless the line
were taken from Bruee Rock to Kon-
dinin. Questioned further in regard to
the proposal of the Government ex-
tending the Yillimining-Kondinin line
from Corrigin to Arrowsmith,—he said—

In my opinion the best way to open
up the Moant Arrowsmith eountry
would be to go from Nunajin to Kon-
dinin. I do not like going too far east.

Witness after witness expressed the
opinion, that it was not safe to carry the
railway so far east and that it would be
beiter to give an improved service within
a proved rainfall area, especially as a
number of people had settled there on
the definite promise of railway communi-
eation. Another member of the advisory
board, Mr., Jobn Muir, condemned the
proposal of the Government to take this
Yillimining-Kondinin live to junetion at
a point a little furtber east along the

(COUNCIL.]

goldfields line than Merredin,
tleman stated—

I have included the four prineipal
ports of the Htale, namely, (leraldton,
Fremantle, Bunbury, and Albany, aml
I ihink it must be aceepled that as our
export trade develops, so must (hese
ports be utilised for the best advantage
of the Stale. Take the Mount Arrow-
smith disirict as an examyple, and going
on the supposition that the Yillimining-
Kondinin railway will be extended to
Carrabin, the setilers located in the
vicinity will be placed in 1his position
as regards the transport of produce
from Arrowsmith to the seaboard; the
distance from Arrowsmith to Fre-
mantle, via Narrogin, is 289 miles, the
distance from Mount Arrowsmith to
Fremantle, via Carrabin, will be 262
miles, and the distance from Mount
Arrowsmith to Fremantle, via Nuna-
jin apd Quairading will be 212 miles,
My proposal, then, is this—(a) con-
struet the direct line from Wickepin;
" (b) extend the Yillimining-Kondinin
line to Arrowsmith, and go thence to
Nunajin, instead of conbecting with
the goldfields line at or near Carrabin.
The connection hetween Arrowsmith
and Nunajin is about 28 miles, costing
say, £50,000, but this eonneetion would
mean a saving in railage to the settlers
of Mount Arrowsmith and Emu Hill of
about 50 miles for all time, which would
represent a saving of 2s. 9d. per ton,
or, say, 1d. per bushel on wheat. The
country north of Mount Arrowsmith
has a doubtful rainfall.

It is into this country that the Govern-
ment propose to extend this railway.
Should it bhe deemed expedient, how-
ever, to extend the Yillimining-Kon-
dinin line to the goldfields line ai some
future date, the suggested eonnection
between Mount Arrowsmith and Nuna-
jin will serve its purpose.
My argument is not that the proposal to
construct the present line is wrong, but
that it is being given the wrong order
of precedence. Experience may show
that the lime from Arrowsmith to june-
tion with the goldfields line 1s necessary
but it should not take precedence over

That gen-
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the line to Bruce Rock, or Nunajin, as it
was then called. In conclusion Alr. Muir
said—

1 consider the direct line should be
constructed and a loop line be put in
Joining Mount Arrowsmith with Nuna-
jin.

If hon. members read the report they will
lnd that practicaily every one of the wit-
hesses who appeared before the select
eommitiee and who favoured the pro-
posed deviation of the Wickepin-Mer-
redin line, did so on the undersianding
that that proposal would be supplemen-
ted with a railway junetioning at Bruce
Rock to serve the Arrowsniith and Emu
Hill settlers. The select committee ap-
pointed by this Heuse submitted a report
and oune member dissented from the find-
g of the other memhers. That membey
was Mr. Ardagh, who in his report said—

If the construction of the line from
Wickepin to Merredin, via Nunajin, as
at present intended, is earried into ef-
fect, and the suggestion of Ewo mem-
bers of the Advisory Board (the Sur-
veyor General and the Inspector of
Engineering Surveys} as set out in
Clause 10 of the Committee’s Report,
to extend the Yillimining line from
Kondinin to traverze the district of
Mt. Arrowsmith and Wadderin, and
then branch round to the west and
link up at Nunajin, is carried out this
will, in my opinion, be the best means
of serving the whole of the settlers,
all of whom have been promised rail-
way cominunication.

The only member from this Chamber who
differed from the report of the balance
of the committee advised that the Gov-
ernment should do exactly what the Sur-
veyor General and the Chief Inspeector of
Engineering Surveys recommended. Ti
appears that the Government have neg-
lected the advice of all those experts, for
they are taking the railway into this dry
country, and certainly the experience
since 1912 can hardly have improved the
estimate of the country. The Govern-
ment are ignoring the claims of settlers
who have been far longer on their land
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and are eertainly entitled to considera-
tion.

The Colonial Secretary: Is that an ar-
gumeni 11 favour of Parliamentary
select committees?

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: I could
not catch the Minister's interjection. I
do not intend to move any amendment,
but [ emphasise that 1 think these set-
tlers are being treated very unjustly.
Many of them will be practically as
badly off as if they had no railway com-
munication at all, for they will have to
cart their wheat to the proposed line
and their distance from the port will
be 30 miles greater than it should be.
I am sorry the Government have not
given this matter consideration, because
it looks as if those settlers are being
deliberately ill-treated.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) [4.47]: I rise not to oppose
the constrnction of the railway, but be-
canse I would like to know whence

the money is eoming with which
to build this and other projected
railways. We find ourselves con-
fronted with a wvery large deficit,

indeed I am proud to think that we
bave achieved almost a distinetion in this
direction because at last we have sur-
mounted the round million. In the eir-
cnmstances, and in view of the immense
amount of money which will be required
to provide seed, foodstuffs, manures, and
assistance to the farming and to other
mdusiries, it is a matter of interest to
me to learn where the money is fo ecome
from. In addition to the four railway
Bills on the Notice Paper, the Esper-
ance Northwards Railway Bill was
recently passed, and that measure
was sald to be of such import-
ance that I am certain the Gov-
ernment will lose no time in construct-
ing that line. T hope the Government will
exercise the preatest prudence and care
in the expenditure of their money. There
are many very pressing needs which will
require to he satisfied before these rail-
ways are constructed and which I am
certain will not escape the attention of



1064 !

the Government, and I have risen merely
to sound a note of warning before too
much money is expended on railway con-
struction perhaps to the neglect of other
important matters.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan.
Suburban) [449]: I support the re-
marks of Sir Edward Wittenoom, and
perhaps will go further. I do not pre-
tend to be intimately acguainted with the
distriets which this line will serve, but in
fairness to the settlers who are there, it
would be very much better if the Govern-
ment withdrew the railway Bills which
appear on the Notice Paper. To pass
them will be to merely raise false hopes
which cannot possibly be realised. There
are four Bills before us to authorise the
construction of railways. I do not know
what the cost of them will be, but the
aggregate amount will be considerable, as
we have already passed one measure for
a railway which will eost £120,000 or
more. The unfortunate seftlers in these
districts will learn that Parliament has
authorised the construetion of these rail-
ways, and they will naturally expect the
railways to be built. If the Government
tell us they intend to proeeed with the
construction of these lines, I shall be very
interested te know the approximate date
when a start will be made, I don ot wish
to tie the Government down to a week or
a month, but we should be informed
whether the Government intend to carry
out the construction of the lines aunthor-
ised by these Bills. In fairness to the
settlers and to the publie, the Govern-
ment should withdraw these Bills. It is
monstrous to pass such legislation in
view of the existing financial conditions,
and it is strange that there are still some
people in this couniry who have confi-
dence in the power of Parliament to find
the cash. Most people have abandoned
that idea, but there are many settlers who,
when they see that this Bill has been
passed, will expect the Government to
proceed with the constrnetion of the line.
We cannot get rid of our responsibility
in this matter if we pass these Bills, and
I repeat that in fairness to the settiers, it
would be very wise if the Government
withdrew the Bills,

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
(Hon. J. M. Drew—Central—in reply)
[452]: T am not in a position fo deai
with the objection raised by Mr. Cole-
batch, because I did not expect that it
would be raised. TIn regard to the finan-
cial arrangements of the Government,
every member in this IHouse should be
thoroughly acquainted with them. Ample
provision is made to carry on publie
works until next Oectober, and it is fhe
intention of the Government, while judi-
ciously expending loan money to carry
on at the same time the constrnction of
railways,

Hon, A, Sanderson: Of all these rail-
ways?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
I have several times pointed out, I in-
troduced a Bill a month ago and secured
the suspension of the Standing Orders
with the object of getting it passed in
one silting, to provide work for men en-
gaged on railway construction, who
wonld otherwise bave been thrown ont
of employment, Tt is nol the intention
of the Government to commence the con-
struction of the whole of these lines
straight away, but the consiruction, we
hope, will go on.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commitiee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

BILL—PINJARRA-DWARDA RAIL-
WAY EXTENSION,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 25th Janu-
ary.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West)
[456]: 1 bave much pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill. This measure covers
the fourlh or fifth section of the railway
way to connect the South-Western line
with the Great Soutbern line. The con-
necting railway is pow within 36 miles
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of Narrogin, and there is a good deal of
interest in this particular mproposal.
When the Bill authorising the construe-
tion of the first section was introduced,
some members will no doubt remember
that it met with a good deal of opposi-
tion, and I claim that T fought a pretty
bard battle in the Honse and out of it to
get that measure passed. As I expected
at the time, that particular railway has
proved a great suceess. I do not know
that there is any other braneh railway in
the State which has given the same re-
turns as that one, and as each section has
been finished it has added considerably
to the traffic and the earnings of the
line. T believe that at present there are
nearly 3,000 people along that railway
line, whereas before its construction I
suppose there were not 20. An enormous
amount of timber is being carried down
every day and shipped from Bunbury,
and sent to other parts of the State.
Some members who opposed the con-
struction of the first section prophesied
that the railway would prove a failure,
and that nothing but timber would be
carried over it
say, has not proved to be the case, Tim-
ber vepresents the principal traffic, but
there is a good deal of other traffic as
well. Only three or four days ago T hap-
pened to be at Pinjarra, and T counted
nine trucks of chaff and a truck of
wheat, which had come over this line. In
addition a good deal of live stock is
brought down. In this respect the rail-
way is proving a great convenience to
people on the Hotham and out towards
Wandering, for when they have a truck
of fat sheep it is possible without travel-
ling them any preat distance, to put them
on the railway and get them to the mar-
ket by the following morning, That is
a great consideration for those people.
The land has been taken np in that direc-
tion, and the passing of the Bill will,
T am certain, lead to a great deal of
settlement which withont the railway is
impossible. When the construction now
proposed has been completed, it will be
of immense advantage to the people along
the Great Sonthern Railway, inasmueh as

This, I am pleased to .
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it will bring them within a few miles of
the timber mills; whereas at present jar-
rah, which is rather searce along the
Great Southern Railway, bas to be railed
a considerable distance. The completion
of the seection proposed by the Bill will
bring these settlers within a few miles of
the timber mills in the Marrinup dis-
trict, and thus prove of great advantage
by appreciably lessening the cost of tim-
ber. Further, the completion of this sec-
tion reduces the distance from Narrogin
to Perth; and the people living west of
Narrogin will derive even much greater
benefit than will those settled along the
Great Southern Railway. Everyone, I
think, who has watched the progress of the
existing section must acknowledge that
such progress has exceeded all expecta-
tions, For my part, I am confident that
the completion of the line will prove a
highly payable proposition. There is
really no need to labour the question;
I am perfectly satisfied that the line is
one which will have to be built, and a
line of which the construction is thor-
ounghly justified at the present time, The
finaneial  question, naturally, always
erops up; but, if we are going to stop
all expenditure on publie works, if no
such work whatever is going to be done,
what is to become of the State and of
the people? We have at the present time
numbers of men walking about the
streets and roads out of employment;
and, if railway construction is to cease
entirely, I wonder what will become of
them. In my opinion, it will be a very
bad sign and a very bad omen for the
State if the construction of railways is
to be cut off entirely. The proposed sec-
fion will eomplete a line of which, as 1
have mentioned, already four or five sec-
tions have been builf, T lope that the
Government will be able to undertake
this short piece of railway at an early
date, and that the work will be carried
throngh and connection established with
the Great Southern Railway. I have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill.
Question put and passéd.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee with-
ont debate, reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted,

BILL—KATANNING-NYARBING
RAILWAY EXTENSION,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th Janu-
ary,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[54]: I know well the country which
this railway is to traverse, and I can
eonfidently recommend the work to the
House. A few days ago I motored through
the distriet served by the first” part of
the line, and I say that if hon. members
had seen the development there they
would have been delighted. No palatial
houses have been erected, but the areas

are being ecleared and brought in-
to cultivation by a splendid type
of settler. There is every pro-

bahility of the proposed extension prov-
ing equally successful in opening up the
lands of the State. 1 have great plea-
sure in supporting the second reading.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond ilime,

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.

BILL—BOYANUP-BUSSFLTON
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading. . .

Debate resumed from the 28th Janu-
ary.

Hon. ¥.. M. CLARKE (South-West)
[5.71: In supporting the second reading
of this Bill I wish to say that what is
proposed is merely an extension of the
Boyanup-Busselton line in a southerly
direction to join a railway recently pur-
chased by the Government. That pur-
chased railway is a line constructed by
the M.C. Davies Karri and Jarrak Com-
pany Limited, and runs further south,

[COUNCIL.]

siriking on the one hand Hamelin
Harbour and on the other Flinders Bay.
From those two ports the Davies Com-
pany for many years shipped huge quan-
tities of timber. They are the oldest
ports in that part of the State, and the
timber shipments from them were very
large indeed. I admit that from Bussel-
ton onwards in a southerly direction the
land to be served by the railway now
proposed is really not teo good in qual-
ity; but, at the same time, it contains
quite a number of patches on which
there has been settlement for many
vears, and which grow some of the best
products T know of in this State. Hav-
ing been a judge at various shows in the
South-West for many years past, I can
speak with authority on that point. One
need only visit the Busselton show and
see the produets of the poor end of the
country, to be assured that good quality
stuff ean be prodneced even there. For
potatoes, and for rcot c¢rops generally,
the distriet eannot be beaten. The por-
tion of the South-West T speak of is one
of the oldest settled districts in West-
ern Australia. If my memory serves me
rightly, among the people there now are
descendants of the late Mr. G. R. Turn-
er, the pioneer of that district. Apart
from that gentleman, a number of peo-
ple settled many years ago in that part
of the country, which however has re-
mained to a great extent undeveloped,
for two reasons, The first reason is
want of railway communieation, and the
seeond the cost of clearing, whieh T ac-
knowledgze is very heavy indeed. A con-
siderable proporfion of the country be-
tween Busselion and Flinders Bay is
timber land carrying both karri and jar-
rah, hut in a nnmber of spots the land
is of very fine quality. Speaking as
something of an expert, I say fhat the
land when cleared will ecarry cattle,
sheep, goats and pigs. [t will not, how-
ever, be brought to its full productive-
ness until such time as it has been prop-
erly cleared and the proper steps are
taken to improve it for grazing purposes
as well as for the growing of root crops.
The land will grow potatoes, mangolds,
maize, and Incerne, as well as vegetables
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of all kinds, and all of the best quality.
Moreover, once the land is cleared, it
will grow these produets at a minimum
of cost. As I have said, one need only
visit Busselton show to be assured of
this. My own view of the country is
that no man ecan tackle any large area of
it. The clearing is such that, if T bad to
do it, I would simply give away the land
in small areas subjeet to a stipulation
that the receivers clear and cultivate.
Whoever has visited thaf country will
have gained an idea of the difficulties
with which the settlers have had to con-
tend. At the same time, it cannot be
gainsaid that the district will eventu-
ally carry a large population on the
spols which I have mentioned. With re-
gard to the construction of the railway,
1 wish to point out that so far as the
northern strip is concerned sleepers can
be cuf always along the line, and good
grades can be got. Unfortunately, per-
haps, from some aspects, any amount of
ballast is available. These are factors
which should lessen the cost of construc-
tion. T am certain that in the near fu-
ture this part of the State must absolu-
tely become the garden of the South-
West, When we consider that Western
Auvstralia-—I know this has been re-
peated over and over again, but it is
true—is sending away something like
£1,000 per diem for dairy produce, and
that, as I have said, and as I know, the
South-West is the place which will sup-
ply that produce, we must acknowledge
that the proposed railway is justified. I
point to the fact that butter-making is
one of the things that are behind-hand
in Western Australia. There is a large
toeal demand for butter, cheese, and
similar prodoets: and all of them can be
produced in that portion of fhe South-
West, which will grow not only the ord-
inary feed, namely, lucerne and hay, but
also every kind of root crop, of the fin-
est guality, and this at a minimum eost.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why has not a
little progress been made with the pro-
duction of those things?

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Because this
part of the couniry has been neglected;
because the people can go into the wheat
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belt and obtain immediate returns there
—returns In the first year, That is ihe
reason, as must be obvious to everyhody.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is gnite right
that pecple should do it.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE: I have no ob-
jection to their doing it; but I say that,
while not neglecting the wheat belt, we
must prowote other industries here, It
is well to look after the wheat districts,
and, certainly, by no means to neglect
them; but, still, that is no reason why
the development of the South-West
should be neglected; why that portion of
the State should be left, so to speak, to
languish, whilst the open market exists
for the produce of that distriet right at
its very door. Therefore, the dairying
industry should have a look in as well
as wheat-growing. I will mention just
ih passing a somewhat novel occurrence
which came to my notice the other day.
1 had not been aware of the fact my-
self, Last season’s wool from that por-
tion of the South-West did not come to
Fremantle, At one time, the wool I
refer to was shipped entirely from Fre-
mantle; but it seems to me now—and I
hope it will prove so—that the South-
West is coming into ils right, I am
proud to say that this season no less
than 3,350 bales of wool were shipped
from the port of Bunbury. A great
portion of that wool came from the dis-
tricts about the Blackwood, whieh fact
proves that large areas are not needed
in that distriet, and that with a small
area carrying suitable artificial pgrasses
there is hardly a limit to the stock
which that country will carry. I admit
that it requires a man with money and
a lion’s heart to clear there. In the
wheat belt, and T do not say this in any
sneering manner, one has only to tickle
the soil to have a good crop of wheat.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee,
Bill passed ithrough Committee with-
ocut debate, reported without amend-
ment, and the report adopted.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Blackboy and Zamia Palm License.

2, Supply (No. 2}, £488,270,
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly's Amendments.

Schedule of six amendments made by
the Assembly now considered.

In Commitlee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clanse 4—Strike out this
clanse:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY; I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed
to,

If this clanse is strnek ont it will canse
very great inconvenmience. For years
past the customs has been to admit
patients into the Hospital for the In-
sane on the certificate of two medieal
men, but owing to a recent rule it will
be necessary, unless there is an amend-
ment of the Act, in every case for two
doctors to attend the couri and give evi-
dence. The Couneil made a very reason-
able amendment to the Bill as introduced
making provision that in any case where
the patient demanded the attendance of
doctors they should attend, and where
any person on hehalf of a patient asked
for the atiendance of the doetors they
should attend and be subjected to cross-
examination. The Assembly have gone
further, and decided that in every case
the doctor shall attend in Court. It is
far more desirable that there should be
two independent examinations by medi-
eal men, apart from each other, and
that their certificates should be in writ-
ing, than that the medical men neces-
sarily should attend for examination be-
fore the justice, One medieal man can-
not be swayed by the opinion of the
other when no opportunity is afforded of
consultation. The -certificate should be
accepted as prima facie evidence. There
is always available the check provided
by the experts of the Hospital for the

(COUNCIL.)

Insane and the official visitors, one of
whom is a medical man who has made a
special study of lunacy matters. If a
certificate is wilfully false, the medieal
practitioner commits a misdemeanour
just as though he had given false testi-
mony ; and if a certificale is given with-
out careful examination of the patient,
the mediecal practitioner is subject to
penalties. If the amendment is a geod
one, why not apply it to past cases, The
amendment was moved in the Assembly
by a former Colonial Secretary and it
will cause no end of inconvenience, The
amendment made in the Lunacy Aect is
in necordance with the Imperial Lunaey
Act of 1890, So as to obtain an inde-
pendent judgment, it is far more desir-
able that there should be examinations
by medical men apart from each other,
supported by certificates in writing than
that the medical men should necessarily
attend the court. The clause is in ae-
cordance with Seetion 16 of the Imperial
Lunaey Aect of 1890, In the notes to
that seetion in Wood Renton’s Work on
Lunacy it is stated—

It is not necessary that the medical
man should be aectually present when
the justices see and personally ex-
amine the alleged lunatie,

And quoting Lord Justice Lindlay, the
note proceeds—
The language of the section does not
point to anything like the investiga-
tion as takes place in a writ de luna-
tico inquirendo. The object is to enable
jnstiees to adjudicate a person to be
non compos meniis and to enable them
to place under proper care and conirol
persons who they are safisfied are luna-
tics abd require to be so placed. They
have to aet in eircumstances of emer-
geuey and of great danger as well as
in other cases. Their measures are
precautionary measures only; if they
make a mistake they ean scon be reeti-
fied. The statute has given justices and
medical men larger powers, bui the
statute is based on the theory that they
ean he trusted.
Hon. D. G. GAWLER: The evil effect
of the clause is to my mind taken out
of it, because power is given to friends
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of a patient to give evidence on his be-
half. Al the grounds set out in Sections
5 and 6 of Section 107 of the Act are
put there to enable the judicial authori-
ties to have more jurisdiction. If mem-
bers turn to the prineipal Aect they will
see that there are ample safeguards given
to a person who has been incarcerated
in a hospital for insane under an order
of the court. Under Section 107, if a
judge receives information upon oath
that any person of sound mind is con-
fined in a hespital he may order the
superintendent of such hospital to bring
the confined person before him for ex-
amination and if the person is found
to be of sound mind be can order him Lo
be discharged., Seetion 146 provides thai
the court may direct the master to per-
sonally examine any insane patient and
take evidence as to the sanity of such
patient, and then by BSection 166 the
court may by general rule or
special order direct any fit person
to visit any insane person to make
a Teport in writing to the court.
Then we have several other seetions pro-
viding that the inspector general shall
visit and report on those places other
than the Ilospital for the Insane, and in
addition we have the man’s right to a
habeaus corpus. It is hardly necessary to
suggest that a reputable medical practi-
tioner is not going to make a false report
in order to get a man into an institution
of this sort,

Hon. W, Patrick: Perhaps not inten-
tionally,

Hon. D. GG. GAWLER: 1 cannot see
how a mediecal practitioner could do it
at all. 1t could not be done without col-
lusion between two wedieal praefitioners,
who would cerlainly be jeopardising their
reputations.  Seetion 14 of the Aet pro-
vides a heavy penalty for carelessness in
granting a certifieate. It may not be
generally known that under the present
Aet it is possible for a justice to commit
on the certificate of only one medical
practitioner. To-day we are asking that
the certificates of two shall be required.
With all the remedies the aceused person
has at his disposal, it is hardly to be
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suggested that any miscarriage of justice
can fake place, )

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Tle leader of
the House bases his objection on the
ground of expense.

The Colonial Secreiary: I said nothing
at all about expense, allhongh expense
could he added,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If it is a
matter of finance and the Jower House
nsists, it muost be remembered that they
have to find the money.

Question put and passed; the Assem-
bly's amendment not agreed to.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, amendment No. 2 (Clause 5
-—Strike out “shall” n line 9 and insert
“may™) agreed fto.

No. 2a—Strike
Section 16B:

The COLONI!AL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to,
Still it is an extraordinary ameudment.
Whenever a doenment was lost it has
been permissible to give secondary evi-
dence before a court of justice. If the
proposed new eclause is struek ont we
will have that power still, hut the ohjeet
of inserting the proposed new clause was
the protection of those coneerned. Tt
restricts the ordinary powers given under
the roles of secondary evidence. Under
the proposed new clanse the judge is
ziven the diseretion of rejecting the doen-
menis, whereas under the ordinary rules
of evidence he has no sueh diseretion.
The Assembly have refused to accept the
provision, probably thinking we were ex-
tending the powers.

Hon. 1), G. GAWLER: The Colonial
Secretary is right in suggesting that we
should give way on this. TUnder Seetion
3G of the Aet it is provided that on the
admission of an wmsane person, notice of
such admission shall be transmitted 1o
the Minister, together with copies of
certificates on which such patient has
heen received. Therefore if these decu-
ments are lost, there are duplicate eopies
with the Minister to he availed of.

Question pui and passed; the Assem-
bly’s amendment agreed to.

out proposed new
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No. 3.—Clause 6: Sirike out the words
“or eould not have been mentioned there-
in)' in line 7 of the elause; the wordy
“*other” and “whatsoever” in liues 7 and
9 insert after the word “treatwent,”
line 8, the words “other than the insamty
of such person”; and insert the word
“formal” hefore *error” in line 9:

The CHATRMAN: These should form
weparate amendments, but in the ciceum-
stances we have to consider them us we
find them. T will, however, put the
amendmenls sepuralely.

No. 3a—Strike out the words *“or could
not have heen mentioned therewn™ in lipe
7 of the clause:

The COLONIAL SECKRETARY : [
move—

That the amendment be agreed 1o,

Ton. . G. GAWLER: We shall be
wiving away Lo o farge extent if we agree
to this amendment. T helieve there are
wany cases i which, by reason of the
fuet 1hat 1he striet form of the order has
not heen complied with, erders have been
made that are out of order and whiech
could be aitacked, as in the case of lleu..
it is to remedy a defective order ihat the
words were put in, 1f the words are
ieft ouf it may be that some order will be
wvalid, and could be upset merely le-
cause of this want of formality. T do not
undersiand the reason for striking ont
the word “other” and putting in “other
than the insanity of such person.” That
is merely repeating what is stated abave,
I[f the Colonial Seecretary advises the
House to aceept the amendment, 1 will
not take upon myself to advise otherwise.
The clanse shonld be of great use for
preventing actions which might be
hrought against the (Government here-
after under such eircumstances. Tt does
not matter about the other grounds, so
long as a man is insane.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
These amendmenis were drafted by the
Solicitor CGeneral. The whole clavse 1s
merely for the purpese of validating
Formal errors, formal defects, and formal
amissions. It is nor supposed to go fur-
ther than that. 1In the opinien of Mr.
Sayer it gives all the powers that are

[COUNCIL.)

considered necessary, and does nol touch
the yuestion of insanity, huat only that of
validating defective orders.

Quextion put and passed: the Assem-
bly’s amendrmen! agreed to.

No. 3b—S8trike out the words “other”
andd “whatsoever” in lines 7 and 9:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
move

That fhe amendment he agreed lo

Question nassed:  the  Asseihly’s
aniendment agreed to.

Nou. Je—Insert after the word “ireat-
ment” in line 8§ the words “olher 1han
Lhe insaniiv of such person”:

The COLONIAY, SECRETARY : T
O @~

Thut the amendment be agreed 1o,

Question  passed: the  Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. sl —Insert the word “formal” he-
fore “error” in line 9:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY @ [
MOVE ==

That 1he amendment be agreed to,

Question passed: the Assembly’s am-
endment agreed to.

Nop. 4—-8irike out Clauses 7, 8, and 10:

The CHAIRMAN: This message is
not properly prepared, It is impossible
to put the three seclions of it as one
amettdment, and [ will deal with them as
with (he other amendment,

No. 4a—58trike ont Claose 7:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
move— .

That the amendment be agreed to.

(uestion passed; the Assembly’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. +b—Htrike out Clause 8:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: |
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. D. . GAWLER: 1 ask the Col-
onial Seeretary to allow this te remain.
This is an Aet of great complexity. and
its ohject rs liable to be defeated for want
of form. This very section is designed
to prevent such a thing happening. Tt is
one of the main prineiples of the Bill.
There must be some safeguard arainst
errors of form. There is very great dan-
cer to the publie from men being at large
who are non compos meniis, and it is not
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advisable becaunse of some error of form,
that these persons should go amongst the
publie,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: This is really
the most important ¢lause of the Bill, the
object of which is to prevent the multi-
plication in a wholesale manner of such
applications as that of Hein, I under-
stood there were numbers of cases in the
asylum in connection with which a similar
procedures could be taken Lo that taken by
Hein and that this Bill was mainly in-
tended 1o prevent sueh a thing. This is
the elause onder which the bulk of such
applications could proeeed, and if the
Colonial Secretary gives way is it worth
while proceeding with the Bill?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1
am in rather a peculiar position. I under-
stand this amendmen{ was moved by one
of my colleagues in another place. Per-
sonaily I should prefer to ses the clanse
remain.

Question put and negafived; the As-
sembly’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 4e—S8irike out Clanse 10:

The CHATRMAN: The amendment is
retrospective.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
nove——

That the amendment be agreed fo.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: This is really
ineorporating the Bill info the present
Act as from its commencement. 1t is
essential, therefore. that things shall net
be invalidated because of a matter of
form, and that orders shall nol he quashed
heeanse of form.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I would sug-
gest to the Leader of the House that he
tell us what would he the effect of delet-
ine the clause; what is the opinion of the
C'rown [Law Department?

The COLONTAUL SECRETARY: Al
[ ean say is that the amendment was
moved hy my colleague the Attorney Gen-
eral in the Legislative Assembly.

Question put and negatived: the As-
sembly’s amendment nof agreed to,

No. 5—Tnsert a new clause, to stand as
Clause 6:—“Section 54 of the principal
Aet is herehy amended by the suhstitu-
tion of the word ‘nine’ for the word ‘ten’
wherever the word oceurs therein”:
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move— .

That the amendment be agreed to.

It is simply a clerical error which oe-
curred when the Bill was being drafted.

Question put and passed; the As-
sembly’s amendment agreed to.

Amendment No. 6—Insert a new clause,
(o stand as Clause 7: “Section 94 of the
prineipal Act is hereby amended by the
substitution of the word ‘three’ for the
word ‘two’ in the third line, and by insert-
ing afler the word ‘visitors’ the words
‘one of whom shall be a female’”:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The object of the amendment is to make
provision that one of the official visitors
shall be a woma.

Hon, A, G, JENKINS: 1 move an
amendment on the Assembly’s amend-
ment—

That the following words be added:
—*who must be a duly quelified medical
practitioner.”

Of the two official visitors at present one
is a medical practitioner.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not necessarily,

Hon. A. (. JENKINS: Well one of
them is Dr, Birmingham. T do not
think, however, we should allow any fe-
male who has no speeial knowledge in
respeet of insanity and hospital work to
o into the asylum and perhaps cause in-
eonvenience and annoyance to those in
charge. If it is desired that a woman
visitor shall be appointed, in order to
sec that women and children in the asy-
lom are properly cared for and atten-
ded to, we should see that the person
appointed is properly qualified. All ap-
pointments in connection with hospitals
for the insane should be restricted to
qualified persons.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: There are some-
thing like 300 women and children in
the asylum, and there is a danger that
some husybody may be appointed as a
visitor., The National Council of Wo-
men recently waited upon the Colonial
Seeretary in connection with this mat-
ter, and I understand that Dr, Montgom-
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ery himself is agreeable to the proposal
that a woman visitor be appointed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T
oppose the amendment moved by M.
Jenkins for the reason that the area of
selection under the amendment is too
small. There are at presenf only two
ladies practising in this State. If nei-
ther of these wounld aceept the appeint-
ment as visitor, the position would then
be that we could not administer the Act
without further amending it. There is at
present nothing to preveni the Govern-
ment, under the Assembly’s amendment,
appointing & lady medical practitioner
as an offieial visitor.

Hon. R. J. Lyon. What is the remu-
neration?

The COLONIAL
Abont £50 a year.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Even medi-
eal men will admit that they would make
no claim to being a specialist on insan-
ityv. TUnder Mr, Jenkins’s amendment it
might be that a medical praectitioner
eonld be appointed to the board who had
rat the special knowledge of the subject
which Mr. Jenkins desires. Great care
shonld be exercised in making these of-
fieinl appointments which should, to a
very large extent, he left in the hands
of the Government. In other words, the
Government should have a free hand.

SECRETARY :

Sitting suspended from 6.1 fo 7.30 p.m.

Ton. J. E, DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter}: T intend to oppose the modifica-
tion moved by Mr. Jenkins because it
restriets the choice to one or two per-
sons, There are only two or three in the
State who from a professional peint of
view could fill the position, and in ad-
dition those persons might not be so well
gualified to deal in a general way with
the questions of insanity as perhaps
some commonsense individual. To-day
almost all practitioners are specialists,
and there ore very few in the State who
mav he qualifed anthorities on insanity.
The idea is that a cemmonsense and
practical person shall he appointed to
the position.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not in fa-
vour of either the proposed new clause
of Mr. Jenkins's modifieation, I am an
advocate of women having conferred on
them equal rights to those conferred on
men, hut I oppose the modification be-
eause it narrows the seleetion to two or
three people, and T objeet to the new
clanse on the ground of its inconsisteney,
The other place did not give sufficient
consideration to the matter, or they
wounld have seen the inconsisteney of the
proposal, Seetion 94 of the prineipal
Act provides for two official wvisitors,
one of whom shall be a medical praecti-
tioner and the other a resident or police
magistrate or legal practitioner. Ae-
cording to the proposal of the ofher
House the third shali be a man without
any qualification. T am of opinion that
the Board should be constituted by the
appointment of a medieal practitioner
and a man and woman without any quali-
fication, and at a later siage, if Mr. Jen-
kins's proposal is defeated, T will move in
that direction.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: If we provide
for a qualifieation for a male visitor
why should we not also decide that
the female visitor should alsp have
some qualification?  There are mauy
cases in the asylum of men who are
mentally affected on one point, and who
otherwise are perfectly sane. Any mem-
her who has visited that institution will
know that there are dozens of people
walking about there seemingly quite sane
but an one partienlar matter they may be
as mad as batters. The superintendent
does not objeet to a lady who is a medical
practitioner filling this pesition, and in
such a case we should pay every attention
to his wishes, Hon. members can well
understand that if we appoint to this
nosition & lady without any qualification,
that lady may canse a great deal of an-
noyance and bother by becoming over
anxious to do what may appear to her
to be the right thing, and which may bhe
quite the wrong thing. It may be said
why not appoint a certificated nurse, but T
wounld draw attention to the fact that
there is no definition of a nurse. A cer-
tificated nurse may mean a midwife.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: My
objection to the modification is that it
gives the Government ne freedom lo
choose. There are only three ladies who
are medical practitioners in this State,
namely, Dr. Jull, wife of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, who would not be
likely to aceept a duty of this character,
Dr. Mead and Dr. Montgomery. The last-
named is a connection of the Inspector
General of the Tnsane aud we could not
possibly offer the position to her,

Hon. C. SOAIMERS: Has the leader
of the House any authority for stating
that Dr. Jull would not accept this ap-
pointment if it were offered to her?
Even assuming we have only two ladies
to whom to offer the position we have a
University, and it will not be long before
we have many gualified lady practitioners.
There are already some 300 women and
children in the asylum, and we know how
women without medical experience could
be misted by patients in their sane
moments. For that reason I would orge
the leader of the Houss to allow the modi-
fication to go through.

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENQOM: While
I am in aecord with the theory of Mr.
Jenkins’s proposal, I sympathise with the
position of the Colonial Secretary, The
¢hoice is limited, and if it is desirable to
have a woman amongst the visitors as 1
believe it is, it is very hard to be narrowed
down to a selection from three, It would
be dangerous to appoint an inexperienced,
energetic, and perhaps mischievous wo-
man, and it wonld be more diffieult to get
rid of such a one than a medical praeti-
tioner, Tf medical men have no experi-
ence of lunaey, what is the use of requir-
ing two certificates before a person ean be
eommitted to an asylom?

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: 1, too, sympa-
thise with the amendment, but the argu-
ments of the Colonial Secretary have re-
duced the position to an absurdity. If
the choice is restricted to three and one
of them can be eliminated, the position, if
the remaining two refuse. would be that
no one could be appointed. If either of
the ladies had officially attended any
patient, she would be unable to act as a
visitor. The choice of male medieal prae-
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titioners is far wider. If the choice
among females were wider, I would sup-
port the amendment. There should be a
woman visitor te the asylum, OQfficial
visifors have wider duties than inguiring
into the sanity of patients; they have to
inspect the buildings, grounds, and gen-
eral appointments and study the comfort
of the patients.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
That is a reason why we should have
someone with a wide outlook.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: I support the
amendment made by another place,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Noes 9
Majority for 2
AYES,
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. E. McLarly
Hon. H. P. Colebatch |Hon. W. Patrick
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hon., C. Sommers
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hou. Sir E. H, Wiitenoom
Hon, €. McKenzie Hon, A. Q. Jenkius
Hon. R. D. McKenzle (Teller).
NoOES.
Hon, €. F. Baxter Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hen. -J. Cornell Hon. H. Milllngton
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon, J, M. Drew Hon. H. Carson
Hoon. D. G, Gawler (Tellery,

Qnestion thus passed; the Assembly's
amendment as amended agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Hons. J.
M. Drew, D. G. Gawler, and A. G. Jen-
kins drew up reasons for disagreeing to
two of the Assembly’s amendments and
for agreeing to one with an amendment.

Reasons adopted, and a Message ac-
eordingly relurned io the Assembly. '

BILL—GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 27th Janu-
ary.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropali-
tan) [8.28]: I secured the adjounrnment
of the debate in order to find cut from the
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local authoriiies whether the Bill was in
any way distasteful to them or likely to
inflict injury. As it appears that ihe Bill
is allogelber subjeci {o the provistons of
the eleetrie light agreement helween the
Government and the Perth City Couneil,
it can have no olher evil effect than the
agreement will have, nor any further
zood effect. 1 deo not know low the
places outside the five-mile radius are lo
be affected, but that is for these repre-
senling those distriets to consider. I
have ne reasons for objecting to the Bill,
and as [ understand it is necessary under
the agreement | have pleasure in sup-
poriing the second reading.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [8.30]:
The Bill bas far-reaching effects respect-
ing any municipality outside the five-mile
limit. It provides that the Commissioner
may—

Kstahlish by purchase or otherwise,
and generafe electricity, and sell or
supply electricity and electric meters,
fittings, or other apparatus for any
lawful purpose to any person or local
anthorily, or to any Governmeni dJe-
parimeni or agency (State or Common-
wealth),

It also provides that “for the purposes of
this Aet” the Commissioner may “enler
apon any land, street, or place.” Clause
13 pives the Commissioner authority to
make by-laws regulating the sale of elee-
tricitv. Trom ihe standpoint of the West
yravinee this is a very serious proposal
indee). In Fremantle we have expended
a snm of £150,000 in connection with our
works. We initinted a sysfem there some
vears ago, and some of our largest clients,
and ihe hest clients, are the Government
works. The scheme adopled by Fremantie
was of sueh a nature as to inelnde the sup-
ply of eleciricity and power to the Fre-
mautle Harbonr Trust for ie lighting of
ihe river, for the installation of +wheat
elevalors, and everything in connection
with the working of the port of Fre-
mantle. Tn view of that T hardly think
il is fair thal power should be given to
the Government to come into Fremantle
and enter into competition with our muni-
cipal eoncerns,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, D. G. Gawler: They have power
without the Aet, have they not?

Hon. R. J. LYXN: I do not think so.
If so, I should be very sorry., The Bill
also goes to this extent. We have in Fre-
manile the Fremantle Gas Co. 1f my
reading of the Bill is correct, it would
mean that the Government would have
power to come into Fremantle and sell
to the Fremantle (as Co., and enter into
competition wilh our own munieipal un-
dertakings, I consider it would be a very
dangerous precedent to create. I do
not know that they eould do so. I think
if they desire te come into any local au-
thority and enter into competition with
their undertakings, it should be with the
consenl of {hat loeal authority., T think
hon. members will tully realise what com-
petition of that sort would mean to the
municipality of Fremantle.  They have
spent £150,000 on their plant, as T have
already said, and we bave now ordered
more machinery in eonmeetion with our
installations, 1f, after all ibat expendi-
ture, we lhave compelifion from Govern-
ment concerns, it would serionsly interfere
with the municipality as a whole. Thai
being the largest undertaking of the muni-
cipality, if any competition were to come
in from the Government in connection
with it, it would mean that a very econ-
siderable depreciation would be brought
about. I hope the Minister in charge of
the Bill will look into this aspect of it
and before it reaches Commitiee stage
agree to an amendment that it could only
be taken into the munieipality of Fre-
mantle with the consent of the loeal an-
thority., I propose when the Bill reaches
Committee to move an amendment in (his
direction.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.35]: I would like to ask
the Honorary Minister if he proposes to
go into Committee on the Bill straight
away,

Iion. J. B. Dodd (Honorary Mimster):
In view of the statement of the hon Mr.
Lynn, I am prepared to leave the Com-
mittee stage over until to-morrew, and
in (he meantime to go into the matter
raised by him,
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Hon, A. SANDERSOXN: Then 1 have
nothing to say becaunse certain criticisms
I have to bring forward ean be dealt
with in Committee.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 28th January; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill

Postponed Clause 15—Advances to be
irst charge on laed, erops, ete, of
settler, [Hon, D, Q. Gawler had moved
that the following words be added to Sub-
clause 1—*Provided that when the hold-
ing of an applicant is already mortgaged
by a registered instrument or instruments,
or is subject to the knowledge of the
Colonial Treasurer to a vendor’s lien for
unpaid purchase money, notice in the pre-
seribed form of the proposed advances
shall be given to the mortgagee or mort-
gagees or vendor, and if within fourteen
days after such notice the morigagee or
morfgagees or one of them or the vendor
by nolive in writing served on the Col-
onial Treasurer shall only be entitled to
make the advances, either subjeci to such
mortgage or mortgagees or vendors’ lien
or on the security of a bill of sale over
the erop of the next ensuing harvest sown
or grown on ot upon ithe lands of the
applieant, and also over each of the two
sueceeding erops to be sown on or grown
npon such lands: Provided further that
the advances under the security of sanch
bill of sale over crops shall be and until
fully paid shall remain a first charge in
priority {o all other encumhrances over
such erops.”}

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: To the proviso
moved by Mr, Gawler T move an amend-
menf—

That the words “erop of the next
ensuing harvest sown or grown om or
upon the lands of the applicant, and

alsn over each of the two succeeding,”
be struck out,

It i8 my iniention in moving this amend-
ment to assist the Government. Claunse
15 in its entirety would be disasirous to
them in the long run. In putting for-
ward the proposal for a lien over the
crops 1 think it would be the best way
of suiting all parties. It would give the
Government ample security and would
mean, instead of the Government being
in the position to foree the mortgagor to
meet demands, the advances could be ex-
tended. For the returns of advances we
muost look to the crops or the stock. In
95 per cent. of the cases that will receive
assistance they will be dependant on the
crops entirely. When we look at the other
Siates we find that any advances made
have been repaid. In Victoria a sum of
£100,000 was advanced to the farmers on
practically no security and the amount
remaining unpaid is now only £750. If
we are going to make it z0 that we shall
have to advance only over two or three
years, it will be harassing all parties in
my opinion.

Hon. H. P. COI.EBATCH : I hope the
House will not agree to Mr. Baxter's
proposal. I cannot see that there is the
least difference between this proposal
and the clause as it stands. If we are
going to take exception to the Govern-
ment pushing out the first mortgagee,
well let us do so. Let us not try to do
something to gloss the posilion over.
There ean be no difference between push-
ing the first mortgagee out altogether
and saying that the crops of the land
shall be snbject to his going on
indefinitely until the advanee is paid off.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: There is a big
prineiple involved.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: 1 do not
see any principle whatever. It the
clause be passed, as suggested by Mr.
Baxter, it means that the Government,
if they at any time make advances to the
farmers, shall bave a prior claim on the
crops for the succeeding year.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
it were so, Mr. Baxter’s amendment
would be satisfactory indeed to the Gov-
ernment, but if hon. members will give
the question some consideration it will
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he seen that Mr, Baxter's amendment
does not give the Government a perman-
ent lien. The Government’s right would
remain until the morigagee stepped in
and sold the property. If the land were
sold, by the mortgagee or by somebody
clse, the Government’s seeurity would
no longer be available. The amendment
would not give the Government perman-
ent security over the crop, but security
only while the crop remained the pro-
perty of the applicant for assistance.

Amendment (Mr, Baxter’s) on amend-
ment put and negatived.

Amendment (Mr. Gawler's, that the
proviso be added to the clause) put and
a division taken with the following re-
sulf :—

Ayes .. .. 15
Noes . .. b
Majority for .. 10
ATEN, o

Hon., E. M. Clarke Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. H, P. Colebatek fHon. R. . McKeanzie
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hon. E. MeLarty

Hou. D. G. Gawier Hon, W. Patrick
fon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hen. C. Bommers
Hoo. A. G. Jenkins lHon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. R. J. Lynn (Teller.)
Nozs.
Hon. H. Carson Hon. J. M, Drew
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Mlllington
Hon. J. E. Dodd {Teller).

Amendment thus passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 22—Register to be
kept for inspection:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
promised the House that I would make
inquiries respecting the keeping of the
register and the reasons why it is pro-
posed that it be kept at the Agricnltural
Department instead of at the Supreme
Court. There are two reasons for the
course, One is that there is a provision
in the Bills of Sale Aet making it man-
datory that a fee shall be charged for
registration. Of course that could be
overcome by an amendment under this
Bill. Another reason is that if the re-
gister were kept at the Supreme Court

[COUNCIL.)

the staff of the registrar of bills of sale
would<have to be inereased. There is
no necessity for this as the Agricultural
Department can do the work. Every
one would know that the register was
kept at the Agrieultural Department,
and instead of persons requiring to go
to the Supreme Court and interview the
regisirar of bills of sale it could be done
at the Aprieultural Department. It
wounld be a convenience to everyone con-
cerned for the register to be kept at the
Agricultural Department.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The clanse
appears fo be designed for the protec-
tion of the farmer who is perfectly cap-
able of looking after himself. Why
should not the fruit grower be protected
in the same way? Supposing a grower
had made a contract te supply 1,000
eases of fruit, why should not he he able
to apply to a resident magistrate for
relief in like manner. Does the clause
apply equally to the sheep farmer as the
wheat grower, or to the bee keeper or
pastoralist?  Apparently the barley
grower is not to be given protection un-
der this clause.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I oppose the
clanse on two grounds. The first is that
it is dangerous as a matter of prineiple
to legislate for the canceiling of con-
traets, and the second is that the clause
is unnecessary in the interests of the
farmers. There is implied in the con-
tract the product of the farm, and there
never has been a case in any of the
States where a failure in the harvest hag
led to an action for damages against a
farmer, I hold if there were a case no
Conrt would order a farmer to deliver
what nature bad not produced. There-
fore, this clause is not necessary in the
interests of the farmer, and it is a dan-
gerons principle for any legislature to
adopt.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The elause
strikes at the cancellation of contracts.
I am afraid that if we interfere we may
bring about such a confusion that out-
side purchasers, those people who bought
outside the State, may be in even a
worse position than the others. Iwould



[2 Fesruary, 1915.]

gladly give relief to the farmers, and
would suggest that we might legislate
in some way to postpone the carrving
out of the contracts from this year to
next year. To cancel them altogether,
and withont discussing the matter fully,
would be a mistake. Iersonally, I
think we should strike out the clause al-
together.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The only way
out of the difficulty is to support the
clause. At the commencement of the war
agents went out to make contracis, and
they took care to proteet themselves,
while, at the same time, a lot of the far-
mers were not aware that war had been
declared. In none of the eontraets was
provision made for an act of God such
as the drought. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on bringing forward the mea-
sure. They are doing their best to meet
the sitvation. No one will suffer by the
passing of the elause; in faet, the whole
State will henefit.

Hon. H., P. COLEBATCH: I have
strong objection to legislation which has
for its object the cancellation of con-
tracts, but one phase of this question
should be borne in mind, and it is the
position of the farmer who has sold his
wheat and has not got it to deliver. We
must consider the position he is placed in
throngh the long delay in adjusting this
matter. This legislation has been before
the country for some time. The miller
who had arranged to buy wheat from the
farmer at 3s, 9d. was able, largely through
the efforts of the commission, to buy that
wheat elsewhere when he found that the
farmer ecould not supply it, at from
ds, 6d. to 5s. The farmer who sold and
knew he could pot suppiy was deterred
from buying at 4s. 6d. and 5s. in order to
fulfil his contract becaunse of this legisla-
tion not going through, Now the Govern-
ment ¢come along and buy wheat at 7s. 4d.
Therefore the position of the farmer who
sold at 3s. 9d. is that he will owe 3s, 7d.
for every bushel he eannot deliver.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
position as explained by Mr. Cullen ig
quife unsound. When the question first
arose the matter was submitted to the
Crown Law Department and their advice
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was that the farmers were liable. We
know that just after the outbreak of war
the produce merchants sent agents all
over the country to enter into contracts.
There was no exemption in these con-
tracts in regard to drought or deficiency
of supply. Owing to the drought it was
impossible for the farmers to keep their
engagements, and the plea that it was im-
plied in the contraets that it was to be the
proceeds of the crop will not stand inves-
tigation. The farmer can be compelled
to make up the deficiency, and if he did
not have wheat to supply this year, he
could be compelled to supply next year,
and that would remain a permanent obli-
gation on his shonlders until perhaps the
statute of limitations applied. If a far-
mwer agreed to supply 500 bags of wheat,
and was only able to supply 200 bags, he
wounld be partially fulfilling his eontraet,
and then he would be obliged to complete
it this year or next year.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: On what ground
does the Minister release him?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
the ground that it would be utterly im-
possible for him to fulfil the contract.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The ground ihat
the Court would take?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Itis
generally recognised that something
should be done.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Have the Crown
Law anthorities advised whether it would
he possible to resist any claims by pur-
clissers on coniracts in the other States?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
the Bill is limited to this State. Ample

" protection is given to sub-purchasers.

Hon, D. G. Gawler: I do not think
that would bind people in the other
Stales.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
stope of the measure applies only to this
State.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: With regard
to the Government’s proposal so enthusi-
aslieally supported by the spokesman of
the Country party, the wheat grower who
makes a eontract to sell a certain quan-
tity of wheat is a speculator of the first
water and should not be encouraged or
protected by legislation. For the wheat
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grower to be so protected and to have
the support of Mr. Colebatch is astonish-
ing. That hon. member twitted me with
wishing 1o make the Bill as bad as I could.
It will be made worse by Lbe passing of
this eclause. By what species of argument
van we proteet the wheat grower and not
the fruit grower or barley grower? The
clause is unsound and I am convineced the
Country party will bitterly regret that
they ever supporied if. They ave playing
into the hands of the Lahour party whose
policy is to fix prices, cancel contracts, do
anything they like and le guided by ne
prineiple of any kind. If the Country

party were supporting the mining in-
dustry
Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: We are.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: They would
be showing some disinterestedness, but
for their own narrow, selfish, pockel
ends and nothing else, they are seeking
to foist this kind of legislation on the
country. I could not wish to make the
Bill any worse than it is, When we find
members, sent here to look after the in-
terests of the ecountry as a whole, laking
the vilest, narrowest grounds of appeal
to the poeket

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must not impute motfives,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I am not;
I am saying what is obvious, I am not
suggesting that members here do it. We
learn from the public prints the opinion
of the farmers. This is one of the most
dangerous propesals ever put before
Parliament and it will enable the Labour
party to sweep the country because peo-
ple who otherwise would oppose them
will ask what there is to choose between
the outrageons proposals of the Country
and Labour parlies. The Labour parly
are sufficiently honest to say they will
seek to bresk any contract if it suits
their purpose on principles of State 1o
do so.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T am pleased
Mr. Sanderson realises that farmers arve
speculators. Anyone who has had any-
thing to de with farming knows it is one
of the most speculative industries on
which anyone can embark. I deplore the
necessity for such legislation, but sup-

[COUNCIL.]

port the clause. There are dangers at-
tached to it and I would objeet to it un-
der ordinary econditions, but everyone
must reeognise that the conditions now
prevailing are abnormal. Many farmers
who have contracted to supply wheat are
bankrupt and it would not be worth
while a merchaut further harassing them
by suing them. On the other hand, many
merchants would probably be subjected
to litigation to compel them to complete
Lheir contraets if the elause were not
passed tn release them. I would like to
know if the (Government have considered
any specific date as to when contracts
shall be affected. The Government en-
tered info wnany contracts with farmers
in November and December for the de-
livery of wheat at 5s., 5s. 6d. and Gs. a
bushel, and nndoubledly this clause will
cancel such contracts.

‘The Colonial Secretary: The Govern-
ment bought only visible wheat.

Hon, V., HAMERSLEY: Some farm-
ers have found thai they over-estimated
their yields and they would be able to
claim that their crops had not realised
all they contemplated and thus would be
entitled to apply for relief.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I support the
clause because it will give effect to what
oceurs in a normal season. If a farmer
sells wheat, it is understood that he will
not deliver it be does not produce the
necessary quantity although thers is no
doubt that under the coniract he would
be legally liable to supply the full quan-
tity. This is an abnormal season and the
matter is one of necessity. The passing
of the elause will not interfere with or-
dinary contracts, Subclanses 5 and 6
protect every omne concerned, and not
merely the farmer. Mr. Sanderson’s re-
marks, therefore, are hardly fair. I sup-
port the clause.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOQM: In
spite of Mr. Sanderson’s remarks, 1
must support this clause. Although no
one respecls the sacredness of contracts
nore than 1 do, yet T feel that at a june-
ture such as this eontracts must be re-
considered. The time is absolutely ab-
normnal, and one rendering relief to sof-
ferers absolutely necessary. All forward
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contracts made prior to the 4th August,
the date of the declaration of war, should
be ecancelled, especiallv baving in view
the effects of the drought. The only diffi-
enlty in my mind arises from econsidera-
tion of the third and fourth party. The
nischief arises out of these later trans-
actions,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: A heavy re-
sponsibility is placed on members of the
Committee, because most of us recogrise
that great danger springs from interfer-
ing with the principle of the saecredness
of contraets, Why should not this pro-
vision apply te every class of the com-
munity, as well as to farmers? The law
as it stands relieves a man of his e¢on-
tract where performanee is impossible.
In the absence of Subelause 1 there is neo
impossibility, because legally the farmer
can obfain wheat elsewhere if his own
crop has failed. I do not see how a pur-
chaser ouiside the State is going to be
prevented from enforcing his contract,
seeing that he is not subjeet to our juris-
diction. It is a matter for the Colonial
Secretary’s pgrave consideration whether
we can prevent a purchaser outside the
State from insisting on the performance
of his conitract. Are contraets for the
sale of wheat outside the State going to
be cancelled? If not, someone is going
ta suffer in spite of this measure.

The Colonial Seeretary: The Govemn-
rment have heard of no such contraets.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: That seems
to me a flaw in the measure. If all re-
ports are true, crops are failing and
farmers are econsequently in great dis-
tress, If the effect iz a national one, as
it appears to be, then Parliament should
come lo the assistance of the farming
class, Loth as T am to allow of any in-
terference with contraets, T must admit
that I am inclined, though with great re-
fuetance, to vote for this clause. I wonld
point out that the clanse makes no re-
ference to the war, but mentions only
the failure of crops, which may be des-
eribed as a visitation, or an act of God,
that the farmer could not foresee.

* The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Governmnt have made full inquiry into
the question of whether there are persons
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outside the State who have contracted
for the supply of wheat with farmers or
others within the Siate, and the Govern-
ment have not been able to discover any
such contracts.

Member: Does this clause refer to
flour also?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
to wheat. The intentions of the Govern-
ment are thoroughly well known, having
heen published throughont the Press;
and no protests have heen reeeived, ex-
cept from farmers who ask that they
should be entirely relieved of their obli-
gations as regards the supply of wheat.
That is the only complaint we have re-
ceived—a complaint that we are not
going far enough.

Hon. J. F. COLLEN: I wish to clear
away a misapprehension, I have seen a
little of the busivess world, and I defy
any member of this Commiitee to quote
me a case where a court has ordered the
fulfilment of a contract when natural
conditions have made fulfilment impos-
sible,

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Snch a case has
never come before the courts.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Say, impracti-
cable, then. There is no wheat for sale
in this State, the Government having
bought all the wheat here, I start from
the same ground with the (fovernment, as
to the universal practice being that the
farmer sells a certain number of bags
of wheat; and for that reason I consider
the clanse unnecessary. No merchant or
agent would dare, under existing condi-
tions, to bring an action for damages
for the non-fulfilment of his econtract
with a farmer whose erop has failed.
Such a thing has never been done up till
now, and no merchant or agent would
dare do it, for he would damn himself
by doing so. -

Hon, C. Sommers: T will give you a
case. :

Hon, J. ¥. CULLEN : The effect of the
clanse will be to put the farmers to en-
ormous expense, The Minister says to
the farmer who bas made & econtract
which he cannot fulfil, “Go to the
court.” Any bluffing merchant, there-
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fore, might drive any farmer into the
court.

The Colonial Secretary: The farmer
need noi go before the court unless it is
necessary.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I pity the
magistrates who have to administer this
measure. Every case must go before the
court,

The Colonial Secretary: The farmer
is, in any ecase, relieved after the 3lst
Mareh,

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: If the Bill is
passed, every farmer who requires cov-
ering under it will have to go to court
and incur considerable expense.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Mr. Cullen has
gone fo some pains to prove to the Com-
.mittee that no court would make a man
complete an impossible contract. In a
case probably well known to hon. mem-
members a certain gentleman who had
not very much experience bought a large
station carrying a lot of stock. He readily
sold a considerable portion of the stock
to another squatter and undertook to de-
liver them on a certain date. The buyer
knew that it was impossible to deliver
them on that date, owing to the season,
yet he insisted on the delivery. Finding
from his manager the econdition of
affairs, the vendor tried to get out of
the contract. "1he case came before Mr.
Justice DMeMillan, who gave a thumping
verdict for damages against the wven-
dor. That is a ease on all fours with
the wheat contract.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not at all.

Hon, C. SOMMERS: He could not
perform the contract, and he had to pay
damages, .

Hon, B. McLARTY: I feel very re-
luetant to do anything that will inter-
fere with contracts, yet I have to eon-
sider which will be the greater injusties,
to release the farmer from a contract
which it is impossible to carry out, or to
deprive the merchant of the wheat he has
purchased. The present conditions are
absolutely ruinous to the farmer who
may bave sold 500 bags in good faith, ex-
pecting to get 1,000 or 1500 bags
from his erop, but. who, through no

[COUNCIL.]

fault of his own, is unable to fulfil his
contraet. If he is compelled to supply
500 bags when he has only produced, say,
200, where is the money to come from
to furnish the balanee? After consider-
ation, I have come to the conclusion that
to refrain from affording relief would be
doing a greater injustice to the man on
the land who cannot fulfil his contraci
than the granting of that relief to the
farmer wonld inflict on the disappointed
produce merchant. I support the clause,
for T think the provision that a man shall
be compelled to suply as far as he is
able is essentially just and fair

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Whatever the
legal aspect of the question, I am confi-
dent that as between the buyer and the
seller it is implied that the wheat sold
by the farmer is wheat that he will have
grown for himself. Nineteen out of 20
farmers never think of buying wheat to
sell to a merchant. T like to see con-
tracts respected, but when a calamity has
fallen on the State, rendering it impos-
sible for the farmers to carry out their
contracts, T feel that relief should be
given to those farmers, I repeat that the
wheat sold is sold in good faith by the
farmer as the product of his own fields.
Greater harm will be done by not afford- -
ing the farmers relief than ean ever be
done under the Bill. Without the Bill
the farming community will ke erippled
for years to come.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) : T eannot understand Mr. Sommers
quoling the instance he did and yet sup-
porting the abolition of the clause. His
attitude is entirely paradoxieal.

Hon, C. Sommers: I was ooly pulting
AMr. Cullen right.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter} : The hon. member has given us the
best possible reason why the clause
shonld remain, In reply to Mr. Sander-
son I say that if any person other than
a farmer can put up as good a case for
the abolition of his contraet as the far-
mer can to-day, the Government would
be perfectly justified in helping him. I
do not believe there is one wheat buyer
in Western Australia who thinks the far-
mer is going to fulfil his contraet, or
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that the Government are going to compel
him to do so. I have as good knowledge
of wheat buyers as anyone in the House
and I do not believe any one of them
thinks the farmer can fulfil his contraet
under existing conditions, In South Aus-
iralia the contracts were always made for
so many bags, more or less. In that State
all contracts were made in that form.
Having a particular knowledge of the
principal of a firm, who recently died
leaving £1,600,000 which he had made
out of the farmer, I am sure that that
firm, like all other firms of the elass,
knows that no farmer is going to fulfil
his eontracts under existing conditions.

Clanse put and passed.

First and Second Schedules—agreed to.

Third Schedule:

Hon, C. SOMMERS: This appears to
be hardly fair. The Government seem
to have priority to the detriment of the
mortgagee, notwithstanding  that the
mortgagee is a preferential creditor. Ac-
cording to the schedule if there is a sur-
plus over the amount due to the Govern-
ment the unsecured ereditors are to par-
ticipate in the distribution {hereof. The
mortgagee may have been very lenient,
and there may be two years’ interest ow-
ing to him, yet, according to the sche-
dule, all that he will be entitled to is one
year’s interest. The Government are to
fake their advances on the crop and ihe
machinery, and all the rent due to them,
and distribute the balance partiy to the
farmer and partly to unseecured ereditors.
1f there is any balance, surely it is the
first morigagee who should be considered.
All the Government are entitled to is the
repayment of the atnounts they have ad-
vanced to enable the farmer to put in his
erop, I move—

That paragraph 6 be siruck out.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
oppose the amendment. This schedule
simply deals with tbe surplus after the
Government have secured moneys in res-
pect to the first charge, and after they
have been paid for seed wheat and fer-
tiliser and supplying the farmer with ne-
cessaries of life, Then eomes the distri-
bution of the surplus under Clause 21,
This schedule was arranged under the old
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system with the approval, and indeed at
the suggestion of the Chamber of Com-
merce. I can sée no sound arguments
in the opposition of the hon. member.
Why should not the farmer be obliged
{o pay Lis rent, and why should not pro-
vision be made in the schedule so that the
Government can come in as other credi-
tors do in the distribution of the surplus
arising out of the assigned crop?

Hon, C. SOMMERS: Why should not
a man who bhas lent his actual gold to de-
velop & farm and make it fit to live upon
have his arrears of rent paid? It would
be & great injustice that this should not
he done. The whole schedule needs re-
casting, I know of cases where two or
three years of interest are owing, and
where by next year there will be a fourth
year's interest owing. The mortgugee
has perhaps been lenient and the mort-
gagor admits it, and yet the mortgagee
ean only claim one year’s interest while
unseeured creditors are allowed to come In
and share in the surplus,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government are supplying seed wheat
and fertiliser to enable the farmer to put
in the erop. 'The mortgagee is very for-
tunale indeed fo get a year’s interest. He
conld not vreasonably demand three
years’ interest. Why does he not advance
meney himself to enable the farmer to
put in his crop?

Hon, C. SOMMERS: T have no objec-
lion te the Government paying themselves
for every penny of interest on the moneys
advanced to the farmer to put in his
crop. But the mortgagee should be con-
sidered. I do not ask that the prineipal
should be paid bul merely that the ar-
rears of interest should be paid. It does
not follow that a mortgagee will take all
the interest that is due. There may be
widows and children who are dependent
upon the payment of the interest.

The Colonial Secretary: He would get
nothing were it not for the Government.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The Government
are assnming that every mortgaged pro-
perty is unsaleable. T know of many cases
in which, if the mortgagee pressed, he counld
sell and get every shilling of his mort-
gage. I do not suppose there iz one casa
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in & dozen in which the mortgagee has
taken advantage of this position to force
a sale. If there is a surplus affer the
Government are paid the morfgagee has
a right to be consulted as to whether he
should take all the interesi due to him,
and should not be told that one year’s in-
terest is all that he is to get.

Hon, D. G. GAWLER: Will the hon.
member withdraw his amendment in order
that 1T may make an amendment to an
earlier paragraph i the schedule?

Hon, C. Sommers: [ desire to with-
draw my amendment temporarily.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: |1 move an
amendment—

That at the end of paragraph 3 the
following words be added:—Or to the
whole of the vendory lien.”

Vendors' liens are recognised by the
amendment as an inenmbrance. The
vendor has a lien over his unpaid pur-
chase money. The amendment on this
point was made largely in order fo put
the Midland Railway Co. into the posi-
tion of mortpagees and to entitle them 1o
get their inferest, which I take il it was
intended they should get.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: I think
that paragraph 7 of the schedule is a
little ungenerous, particnlarly from the
point of view of the ecountry storekeeper.
The Government are going to get their
rent before the country storekeeper, who
finances the farmer, gets a look in. I 4o
not propose to press it, however.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: I desire to with-
draw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. H. T'. COLEBATCH: T move an
amendment —

In paragraph 8 to sirike out all the
words “or moneys due for advences
made {o enable an applicant to pay ar-
rears of rent, ete.”

This i1s an amendment consegnential upon
the amendment which was made to Clause
9 of Snbelanse (c).

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is hardly a consequentia] amendment.
How will the Government reeeive pay-
ment in connection with rent due?

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment. put and passed.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: I desire to call
altention to the figures appearing in
paragraph 7 of the third schedule. 1t
appears to me that the figures 1913-14
ought to read 1914-15,

Schedule as amended put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments,

Recommittal.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: I move-
That the Bill be recommitted for th

purpose of considering Clauses 8, 15,

and 24.

{Question passed; Bill recommitted,

Hon, H. P. COLEBA'I'CH: When the
Bill was being considered in ihis House
on Thursday an amendment was rejected
in a thin House as foilows:—

Provided that no commodily shall be
supplied or money advanced under this

Act after the 31st day of December,

1915.

I can hardly understand hon. members
opposing sneh an amendment. The effect
of not passing the amendment was that
the proposals in this Bill become per-
manent whereas if the amendment be
passed we would be limiting the opera-
tion of the legislation authorised under
the Bill. I am sare it is nof ihe intention
of this Flouse that legislation of this
class should be permanent in charaeter.
1 move an amendment—that the proviso
be added.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Mr. Colebatch
claimed that this amendment was nega-
tived by a thin House. The number of
members who took part in that division
was 19. The amendment was defeated
on a fair vote and it is not the first
time——

The Chairman: The hon. member must
diseuss the amendment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: This is not the
first oceasion on which similar methods
have been adopted in this House. I have
protested before and 1 wish again to
enter my protest against a less number
of members of this House nndoing some-
thing which has been done by a greafer
number of members.

Hon. J. F. CULLEX: It is my inten-
tion to support Mr. Colebatch. The
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division was taken in a thin House,
eral members, including myself,
alsent.
Amendment put and a division taken.
with the following result:—
Ayes .- ..
Noes . . -

l ol «k

Majority for .

AYRS.

Hon. E. McLlarty

Hon. A. Sandeison

Hon. C. Semmers

Hen. Sir E. H. Willenvom

Hon. D. G. Gawler
(Tetler)

Hon. E. M. Clarke
Hon. H. P. Colebateh
Hon, J. F. Cullen
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. J. Holmee
Hon. R. D. McKenzle

Noes,

Heon. H. Millington
Hon. H. Carson
(Telier).

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon, J, Cornell
Hon. J. M. Drew

Amendment thus passed.

Clause 15—Advances to be first charge
on land, crops, ete.:

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: When the Bill
was previously hefore the House I
moved an amendment which was adopted
on which it might be said that the mort-
gagee’s rizhts over the crop take priority
over the mortgagee’s rights over the land.
T want to make the position clear, and
therefore move an amendmeni—

That after the words “first charge”
in the last line but one of the provise
to Subclause 1 the following words be
added:—"“notwithstanding the right of
any mortgagee or encumbrances in
possession under any mortgage or en-
cxmbrance over the lands whereon
such crops may be growing”'
Amendroent put and passed,

Hon. D. G, GAWLER:
ther amendment—

That the word “or” in the last line
but one of the proviso be struck out
and the word “in’’ inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed, the clause as

amended agreed to.

Clause 24—Power to make or guarantee
advances to persons engaged in mining
or other indusfries:

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Under the
Mining Development Act the Govern-

I move a fur-

1083

ment have power, without this Bill, to
make advances that they may deem fit
so far as the goldmining industry is con-
cerned. I presume therefore that this
clause will only apply to mining of other
description. An hon. member who was
not able to remain to this hour asked me
to move an amendment to the clause and
I fancy that his idea was to make it clear
that the clause was intended to apply to
mining “other than gold mining.” I move
an amendment—
That in line 3, after “mining” the
words “other than gold mining” be
nserted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Fro-
vision is made in the Mining Develop-
ment Act for rendering assistance in the
direction of deep sinking and alse for
erecting machinery, What we now re-
qunire is legislative authority to enable us
to make advances to those engaged in tin,
copper, and lead mining. In fact we are
making these advanees to-day.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Is it intended
to apply to gold mining?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
der the Mining Development Act there is
provision for assisting these engaged in
gold mining but there is no legislative
provison for making advances on tin,
copper, or lead, or even on pearlshell.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We might
<asily let the clause go as it is. If we
accept the amendment we shall especialiy
exclude gold mining, and surely there is
no desire to do that,

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM : It
would be wise to allow the clause to
stand without alteration, otherwise we
shall have it thrown at us that we are
doing everything for the farmer and
nothing for the gold miner. Tt would be
very unwise to exclude the gold mming
mdustry.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1 simply
moved the amendment for an hon, mem-
her who is not bere now and I did so
on the assurance he gave me that the
Mining Development Act gave the Gov-
ernment all the powers they wanted as
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far as gold mining was concerned. If
the Colonial Secretary says it is not so
I have no wish to press the amendment,
T ask feave to withdraw the amendment.
Amendment hy leave withdrawn,

Hon, J. CORNELL: I moeve au
amendment—
That in Subclause 2, line 4. the

word ““siz” be struck out and “five”
mserted in lien.
If the farwing industry can wniv uvesr
five per cent, inlerest, it is nov right that
fie mining industry shonld be asked to
pay six per cent.
Amendment passed;
amended agreed to.
Bill reported, and returned to the
Legislative Assembly with a request that
the suggested damendments be made;
leave being given to sit again on receipt
of a message from the Assembly.

the ciaase as

BILL—POLICE ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly without
amendment,

House adjourned at 1040 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Legislative Hssemblyp,
Tuesday. 2nd February, 1915.

Questions : Fruit Fly . uad
Asgistance to Prospectors 1085
Railways Water Supply, DMeekatharra 1055
lewnys, Cue-Meekatbarra section ... 1085

resenied 1085

Select lommittee, Money Biila Procedure 1085

Stonding Orders Suapen-uun 108S

Bilis : Supply (No. 2), £488,270, ali stnga 1088

Naval and Military Absentecs B.ellef ro-

toro 1087
Blackboy and Zumm Palm Iacense. sn 1087
State Hotels, 2, defeated . .. 1088
Police Act Amendinent, 2x, Com., 30’ 110%

State Children Act Amendmeut. Sg ..
Anuvunl Estimates, geneml debate |

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

s

QUESTION—FRUIT FLY.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture:—1, What horti-
eultural distriets of W.A, were affected
with frnit fly ten years ago? 2, What
horticultural distriets of W.A. are not
affected with fruit fly this year? 3, What
amount of money has been spent by the
Agricultural Department during the past
ten years in endeavouring to rid the State
of the fruit fly? 4, What has been the re-
sult? 5, Did Mr. Compere introduce a
fruit fly parasite into this Statet 6, If
- 80, is it doing effective work? 7, What
was the cost to this State of Mr. Com-
pere’s searches for parasites 8, Does the
Agrienliural Department permit of fiy-
infected fruit containing the maggots of
the frait fly being sold to & jam factory?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied:—1, Metropolitan and
surrounding  distriets; also Pinjarra. 2,
The areas South of a line rupning from
Katanning to Kirupp, with the ezception
of Albany. During the past few years
outbreaks have aecurred within this area,
but have always been stamped out. 3, It
is not possible to give these figures with
any degree of exactitude. A very large
proportion of the time of the administer-
ing officers, and the field, port, market,
and metropolitan inspeetors has been
taken up in efforts to cope with the frnit
fly. 4, The fruit Ay has so far heen pre-



